Old Oak Primary School Update
Friday, 9th October 2026

Dear families,

This week has been a wonderful reminder of the strength of our school community. Following the serious
incident in the local area, it has been heartening to see how everyone has come together to support and
reassure one another. Thank you to our families, staff and wider community for their kindness, understanding
and support.

Our Dare to Be Different Day was a fantastic success, raising over £100! Thank you to everyone who took
part. The money raised will go towards purchasing additional equipment and resources for the children to
enjoy.

Our sharing assembly was another highlight of the week! Reception amazed us with their repeating patterns.
Considering they have only been in school for a few weeks, their confidence in standing up and sharing their
learning in front of so many people was truly impressive. We also enjoyed some wonderful writing from Key
Stage 2, with children demonstrating an excellent range of ambitious vocabulary. It was a real pleasure to
celebrate their achievements.

Finally, some fantastic attendance news! Our whole-school attendance has been excellent this week, reaching
96% on two days! This is a wonderful achievement, and we are so grateful to families for their continued

support in ensuring children are in school every day and ready to learn.

Thank you, everyone, for another positive week at Old Oak!

Black History Month

October is Black History Month, and it is always an inspiring and exciting time at Old Oak Primary School.
Throughout the month, each class will be learning about a Black artist, exploring their work and creating their
own artwork inspired by what they discover. We can’t wait to see the fantastic creations our children
produce! We are also looking forward to our Black History Party on Tuesday 20th October, which will take
place after school. We would be very grateful for donations of traditional dishes from different cultures, which
can be brought into school on the morning of the event. We are also looking for volunteers to help make the
party a huge success. If you are able to lend a hand in any way, please speak to Joanne or Sarah at the front
desk. Thank you, as always, for your continued support — we look forward to celebrating together!



Harvest Collection

We are now collecting nonperishable food for our local food bank as part of our harvest celebrations at
school. Items like pasta, jar sauces, long life milk and tinned meat are preferred currently, but anything you
can donate would greatly help the local food hub. There will be crates in the main office for your child to add
their food to for the next three weeks. Thank you for your support- we will be taking any donations collected
on Friday 16™ October to the food bank.

Nut Free School

A friendly reminder that Old Oak Primary School is a nut-free school. It is extremely important that no
products containing nuts are brought onto the school premises, as some of our pupils have severe, potentially
life-threatening nut allergies. This includes products such as Nutella and other nut-based spreads, which
should not be included in lunch boxes or brought into school. We kindly ask all families to check lunch boxes
and food items carefully to help us keep all of our children safe. Thank you very much for your continued
support and cooperation.

Seesaw

All children should have received their Seesaw code. Seesaw is our digital and learning platform which we use
to set home learning activities, share work and communicate with families. It can be accessed through the
Seesaw website https://seesaw.com/en-gh/ or on the Seesaw app. Please support your child to log in and
complete any activities set by the teacher.

Old Oak Values

We ensure that the children understand how important the values are and each class has written a Class
Charter together and shared with us all so we know how each class intends to live our values daily. Every day
the children have the opportunity to gain Old Oak Value Points in class and if they win that day, they receive a
stamp and children also receive a special mention - this is a special achievement.

Ask your child/ren to see if they can tell you all of the values. Every Monday in my assembly we will focus on
one particular value such as empathy and this will form part of the reward system below.

Next week: Communicator Talk with your child/ren about what this means to them in school.

Old Oak Values Certificates

One child in every class will be chosen by the class teacher and support staff to receive a values certificate or
effort certificate weekly - these will be presented to the children in the sharing assembly on Thursday and they
will bring the certificate home to share with you. The effort certificate will link to our value of resilience.

Start of the Day

Please remember that school starts at 8:50am, the Key Stage 1 and 2 gates open at 8:45am and you can drop
your child to be looked after by staff. If you are later than 9.00am, the gates will close and your child will be


https://seesaw.com/en-gb/

late on the register. Please work with us so children arrive on time, settle into class and start learning straight
away.

Early years gate opens at 8:50am - if you are later than 9:05, your child will need to be taken to the front desk
area and you will need to wait until they are collected. We do not have staff that can go to and from gates
when they are settling children and starting the day.

Breakfast Club

We offer a fantastic breakfast club which is always well attended, starting at 8am each morning. If your child
attends, please ensure they arrive before 8:15am. Any child that arrives after 8:15 will not be able to be
permitted. This is for safety reasons as we are aware that some children were entering the building and not
being registered as they go outside where the children go at 8:30 as part of the breakfast club offer.

Extra-Curricular Clubs

Our after-school clubs have now started! Families, please remember to collect your children promptly at the
end of their club. We currently have spaces available in Gardening Club on Tuesdays, which is open to
children in Years 2—6. There are also spaces available in our Dance Club. If you would like your child to join
either club, please speak to the school office for more information and to secure a place.

Attendance and punctuality:

Attendance: Our winning class this week was Year 6 Willow with 97.6%!
Punctuality: Our winning classes this week were Year 1 Acacia and Year 6 Willow with 8 lates each/
Attendance is a key priority and focus for the school this year - please work with us.

Please remember that any holiday taken in term time is unauthorised and the local authority will fine. If your
child does not attend school and their attendance falls you could also receive a fine from the local authority
and unfortunately some families have received these, it is absolutely vital that children do not miss school,
every day counts and these measures are put in place to inform families of the importance of good
attendance. If your child has 10 days off school in one academic year their attendance would be 95 percent
and this is considered a concern. If attendance falls below 90 percent, this amounts to nearly 30 days off
school- this is nearly 6 missed weeks of learning.

lliness: If your child is unwell, you MUST call the school office and speak to someone or leave a voice message.
You can also email, admin@oldoak.lbhf.sch.uk. Please put child absence in the email heading. If you do not do this

then it means we need to call you to ascertain why your child is unwell. Over time not informing the school can become
a safeguarding issue for your family.

School Uniform: this is available from Joanne on front desk- 1st FRIDAY of EVERY MONTH

The children always look so smart at Old Oak - let’s keep this up! Please remember that only stud earrings are
acceptable for health and safety reasons and no other jewellery should be worn- many thanks for your support with this.
Please make sure that the children only wear black trainers, not white. Please ensure PE kit is worn on PE days.


mailto:admin@oldoak.lbhf.sch.uk

Donations

If you would like to donate items to school, we would be very grateful for your support. At the moment, we
have plenty of books and are currently sorting through these, so we are not able to make use of soft toys, such
as teddies. For now, the most helpful donations would be unwanted gifts that could be used as raffle prizes at
our Winter Disco, or items suitable for our bottle gift stall.

Thank you so much for your generosity and continued support — every donation is greatly appreciated!

Head Teacher Update Sessions

Next session: Thursday November 12t 2026- we will discuss the PSHE- personal social health curriculum.

Dates for your diary

Date Event Information

Tuesday 20™ October Black History Party Lower hall 3.30 — 4.30pm
Wednesday 215t October | Year 6 Class Assembly Lower hall 10.10am
Friday 23" October Staff Training Day School closed

Have a great weekend.

Mrs Beardsworth and the Old Oak team.
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local food bank as part of our harvest celebrations
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would greatly help the local food hub.
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Join us to celebrate Black History Month!

tr d tional dress
pnrl:y clnthes!
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Everyone welcome!

Just £2 for a plate of
delicious traditional
food!

If any families are able to donate traditional food dish
this would be much appreciated. These can be dropped to
school on the morning of the party, with ingredients clearly

labelled. Please note we cannot accept nut dishes.




